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The Visual Impact of Monumental Crusader Castles
Adrian Boas

Within four decades of their arrival in the Levant at the end of the eleventh century the
Crusaders were building huge and complex stone fortresses. This is remarkable in
particular when we consider that eleventh century Europe was largely unacquainted
with stone fortification and most of the knowledge for building these monumental
structures was acquired in the Near East during those four decades. These fortresses
fulfilled a number of military and administrative functions and were intended to enable
the Frankish settlers to retain a foothold in the region in spite of their considerable
demographic handicap. One aspect of Crusader castles which immediately grasps the
observer is their monumental size and the dramatic locations which many of them
possess in the countryside. These two aspect play as much a role in warding off
attackers as did the massive masonry and complex defensive elements. In this paper I
will discuss the role size and location played in defending Crusader castles from enemy
attack and in establishing Frankish hegemony in the region.



