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Excavations in Mezad Zohar

Tali Erickson-Gini

Excavations carried out in 2004 in the site of Mezad Zohar (Qasr Zuweira), located
two kilometers west of the southern Dead Sea, 270 meters below sea level suggest
that it was constructed by the Ayyubids and continued to be occupied in the Mamluk
period (13" and 14" centuries CE) . The fort was constructed to guard an important
pass along the artery between Hebron and fortresses in southern Transjordan. The
upper level appears to have functioned as a signal tower that could be seen from the

Kerak heights overlooking the Dead Sea on the opposite side of the lake. Muslim



sources attest to the importance of the road as part of the 'barid' network in the

Mamluk period and refer to the site of az-Zuweir.

NININND NIRN'NIYA A9IPNA 7KW YINa n122 01N '

NIPMYA NIYA 7R aun 7xae

DNIX'NN .0'WOII DNZIN TN N2 27 NNIYNY? D07 'MIonn 7RI Yakn nan
,N"0AI [AN2 D10'YD, VINYN ,NAN NN LINYDIN LINIAN IR ITPANN DNZNNNI
78IW' YIX DNT2 DNANY IWN'WYW 0NN 701 N0y ARXINN LI'MNIPNAL NTAN
NI9D N1 IYN'YY DITON DN IYN'YY D'7ON NINIKAD NIRNMIYA N9Ipna
1717 ,0' N72IN7 1wn'ww NNR'Y Nipyn? NS0 wn'wy olnn '*7'72 .nnnngi
D'¥'YY D2 Q71Y 0N .NIAA TIPI7 1WnN'YY DTN NI9DA X NOdNI NIRYT
.0'MAN NIax 71 0222 ,NINXNA DN DN *72N 'NNXIE D'NN9 N7'NY7 wn'wy
DI' OI'N "N IYN'YY D'AMN 01N '721 IWNNwn NN NI9D N1 0770 19ns
[120N7 N"VAI NN'PN NAX AV D'PY'NMA 101010 01N 73 MAY .0'71TA 01N 7D Nawal
"TNIiN N1DN IYNR'YI N0 LIYND] ,0'0'0N7 NAIY 01N '7) Maw .nu'7nn Mnina
NN

1911 772,011 ,)N2aNa, 0N X TN 0NTRD ST Y DX PR 00N Y70 MIXIm
qIXT NIION DNXINNA OFTNAR? .NN"YA PIY 'l DNy 0N 'PIYA 1NDN) DAl
01NN 722 .01 DA |WN1 DOIXMY D'X'YYNI 0NN NNR'YY NNATD DY N1 win'yl
NINN'TIYN N9IPNA 7RW' YIXR DNT TR 79 2IX'WI NIM'D M9 10 DTN NIpynY
DNIXIN DX Y'ON71 TNN? L, PIYN NIYAT? DNMXING IR O'RNNY 1NN WX
YIXQ D7 N'N AWK NXON VA NIYYARD NWYY DRIFYIL MDD DX .0'wnnwn?
.00 U 'YY 1IN NXT AWK X N XN D79 0 DYINY LT N9IENA

N9IPN JWUNd NYIYA ¢ DNU™MYIE DMINNMIYVA NIKAXYD T 2V 98W YRk wian
NI9NY YIN'wa N A, NMIYORNNY 7RIY-YIND NIDNTRN 72V ny'Dwn NdINK
-YIXN 02N INIR YN NTEIR'Y 1202 NIDDA IY'9IN 17NN 02NN NIA AIX'YA
N1 [MOXNN 7RIY-YIX 7W 1N'yn N9 0™ -D NRNAL .12 DXYARYT 179w DR
.D'TA0N 'N"MX DY TN' NI9D DY NIAa *7V] AN

19% nwyl DY .kadus onww NI9nY NN 0NN DTV XD N2 D MY NIRA
T ,219 2-3 071y 'Y oM T ARINwn ow? .719 190 o'y noaro 12,000 ,nanatn
DYIX' )IRN 7Y T'ynnl DT N1 7w awn IR a9 10-12 1y o Nyt

TNIM 2101 19D MR IRW-yIRa" 11783-1785 nawa 171 7w 1yon 1IN'MA Tnnwn



Jmar 10 1k 8 hw kA 017 v 0 nwy It N9 L1y 1DYNNYT KW 11'a
JINYD N'oNN oMY . NINAT 2 -7 y1an? 1wy 01910 0Ooipl ,0n 07170 n7X 07
T¥N NXRILNT T¥2 DT DNIX O'N'NA 220 DX NNA7 T2 .NIMDS W 0120 NI ANIN DY
NYIIXR 0'712' TNXK DIl 'OV IR 'M7UN' N'02 DNIR 02NN (YN '9%7D 0191 1IAon
N7X ,N7 Tyan 0MTIN DNY DOYT DRIYRIN D'AYAN QTN 7 INNPN DK 1mMa? 0'y1o
D'ANIO 0'191NY D'ZTON NN .NNOUXI NMPNNI L NY 72U NNK N1OYW 'Y D'NYIN TRY
D2 D'UYNNYN D212 D Ty |"¥n 170 "TIRR 71 07 N a7 0 N0 N1dwa
NI0OIN 7¥ [NMIXPA NN NIR N7RN 07220 01212 0210 N0 1anN" (nipyn N1y
NXA ."wUin? 0'oddn DX OW NIZINI NIOAdNN D'YIN NX IXKY' X7Y T ,0'NAN Niaa 7y
210NN D AR .JAXN NP DY7IT DN INKNA DTN D'YY1 ATV NRNNEENID D AN
TIN ,D'ONIYN N7RY NINIEA 120 ,N91PNN 'R TR 7¢ NIM'DIpnnl , Thn |aNa
07N NNI'YY 171V 12Ya D NTAWNI DMVOIPKRI D'AN TITA NN ,0'WYI] NITNYI
..DN YIN'Y71 0122 072 1IX'Y7 0'OIAN 'Y, T'RNA NI9D N1

YW 0N T 2y 707 anikn v 35 -3 naNKimn Nipyn? oan '7'72a nrtan
D'NIAA D'YANN 0'N2 ,0'NAaN" 2ANd )21 WD AR IR RN DNADA AN Y
NIX1] DDA WYX D'NAAIM NN DNTIAN NN NI0SNN 770 ,NINIVY NI9D DNl
Jmxy pn nwZnn K77 N IR DN WK 07170 00N NN YW Nimne
DNN MIRD DX DN'R WK IR 7 DNMT DNWON NIYN N1 00NN 7721 win'win
TAXR NIXKINT? X721 NIKN7 DT ' N DOOT ALY YW TN NN 7un
NNUN D170 WX AN DIN DT ,0MNN YD D7 N7 A D'wim'win
Y72 DY NS WIA [N NIRIY N NIDRM 1YY a0 7Y .Dniynwn

DIYN 17NN NNDNN AIZIRDIRD K¥XANNIE DN TI0' JNXT NI'NA ,NNIEAN NINY
1700 mw% oTip oNINwN DTy Y73 7Y DIIXT IR DCTRNY QWONN 'R, NNINNKRD
122 DN DINK X' 'NAN DNMAITE N2 DINYA DTY Y72 Nawi 07D '019'0 7w DaI7'Y
P 2w Dy 1917 -1700 2 Nty DONIKAN NAXAMIVA D9IPNY JNR'N
NIX ITPOW NIMIVO'NN NNINNNA NIY D'YAND TIY 1'UnNn DNINYN ATV 7D NNswnn

NN DNMNIT DA Yl palL YN



